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Notable Trials Series.

The Trial of Mrs. M'Lachlan. (1862.) Edited
by WILLIAM ROUGHEAD, W.S., Edinburgh.
Dedicated to ANDREW LANG.

This case created an enormous sensation in its day, and is still
remembered by its once famous name of "The Sandyford Mystery."
After the prisoner had been convicted of the murder of her friend
and fellow-servant, Jessie M'Pherson, the Government took the
unusual step of appointing a Crown Commissioner to take fresh
evidence to test the truth of a statement the prisoner had made
after the verdict of guilty had been returned against her, with the
result that the sentence of death was commuted to penal servitude.
The action of the Government was the subject of lengthy debates
in the House of Commons. The dramatic scene in which the
convicted woman in the dock denounced the chief witness for the
Crown as the actual murderer is unparalleled in the records of
criminal trials. As an example of the dangers of circumstantial
evidence, as well as for its intrinsic interest, this case is unique :
the late Mr. H. B. Irving described it as "the best murder trial
he had ever read."

The Trial of Franz Muller. (1864.) Edited
by H. B. IRVING, M.A.(Oxon.) Dedicated
to LORD HALSBURY.

On the night of Saturday, the Qth of July, 1864, a suburban
train on the North London Railway arrived at Hackney about ten
minutes past ten o'clock. A passenger who was about to enter a
compartment noticed it was covered with blood, and in the
carriage a hat, stick, and bag were found. About twenty minutes
past ten on the same night a driver of a train noticed the body of
a man lying on the six-foot way between Hackney Wick and Bow
stations. The unfortunate man was still alive but his skull had
been fractured, and late the following night he expired from his
injuries. Great public indignation was aroused by the crime, and
the inquiries which followed resulted in suspicion falling upon a
man named Muller who was found to have left London for
America. He was followed by two detectives and subsequently
arrested on board the " Victoria " when it arrived in New York
harbour. An eminent array of counsel were engaged in the case,
and after a four days' trial Miiller was found guilty and sentenced
to death. Miiller suffered the last penalty of the law on the i4th
November, 1864.